
Dear Faculty and Students, 

  

The University Bookstore understands the impact the current unprecedented situation has had on 

our campus partners and students. To help maintain consistency and ensure students are 

equipped to learn wherever they are, the bookstore has joined VitalSource and leading publishers 

in providing free access to eTextbooks through the remainder of the Easter semester. Sewanee 

students will now be able to access these eTextbooks free of cost to help them successfully 

complete their academic year.  

Also, any students who have physical rental books will be given a free UPS label to ship books 

back to us at the end of the semester, and we will extend the grace period as long as needed. 

These labels will be emailed directly to every student with outstanding rental books. We are also 

providing free shipping for all items on our website to ensure students can get what they need. 

Buyback periods will be extended once students return to campus to ensure they can continue to 

sell books back. 

Additionally, in order to ensure students are equipped for ongoing success, we will provide free 

digital self-tutoring and writing services for students through our bartleby® suite of solutions. 

More information will follow about this service. 

We know this is a challenging time, and we’re here to help however we can. Please follow these 

links to more information regarding our free eBook initiative and for students to access eBooks. 

   

How can I access VitalSource Helps content that provides free access to eBooks? 

To get started, visit bookshelf.vitalsource.com. Before you can begin searching for and reading 

eBooks, you will need to log in to Bookshelf or create a Bookshelf account with your Sewanee 

email address. 

  

For students accessing Bookshelf for the first time: 

Here are instructions on creating a Bookshelf account. Once you create an account with a 

Sewanee email address, you should log in and click on the 

“Explore” tab in the upper-left corner of the screen to search by ISBN, title, or author to find 

your free eBooks. 

  

For students with existing Bookshelf accounts linked to your Sewanee email address: 

If you have an existing Bookshelf account linked to your Sewanee email address, you’ll see a 

new tab labeled “Explore” in the upper-left corner of the screen when you log in. Use it to 

search by ISBN, title, or author to find your free eBooks. 

 

https://investor.bned.com/investor-relations/news-and-events/news/press-release-details/2020/Barnes--Noble-Education-Joins-VitalSource-and-Leading-Publishers-to-Make-eTextbooks-Free-for-Students-Impacted-by-COVID-19-Campus-Closures/
https://support.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/categories/360003328673
http://bookshelf.vitalsource.com/
https://support.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020563694-Create-an-Account


If you need additional assistance gaining access to the site or have questions, please visit the 

FAQ page. 

 

Thank you,  

 

Russell Green 

Store Manager 

The University of the South Book and Supply Store 

 

https://support.vitalsource.com/hc/en-us/articles/360044467674-Student-and-Instructor-Frequently-Asked-Questions

