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Spring 2018





email:  dmurdock@sewanee.edu

Professor Murdock




Office phone:  598-1452

Spencer 250
Office Hours:  MWF 9:15 to 9:45 and Mondays 3:30 to 4:30
And by Appointment – please email me!

Gender, Colonialism and Culture in Greater Mexico
anth314
Course Description
Starting from the premise that the region encompassing northern Mexico and the southwestern United States can be viewed as a single cultural region, this course examines how colonizing processes mobilized gendered and racialized identities to consolidate new social hierarchies.  We learn about the historic interactions between indigenous, European, and African peoples thrown together by the acts of exploration, conquest, and enslavement, and the hybridized cultural and social forms which resulted.  With these historical legacies in mind, we move to see how contemporary racialized and gendered identities are constructed and contested in the context of “Greater Mexico.”

Required Texts
Adams, David Wallace and Crista DeLuzio, eds.  2012.  On the Borders of Love and Power:  Families and Kinship in the Intercultural American Southwest.  University of California Press.

Blackhawk, Ned. 2006.  Violence Over the Land:  Indians and Empires in the Early American West.  Harvard University Press.

Caughfield, Adrienne.  2005.  True Women and Westward Expansion.  Texas A & M University Press.

Hurtado, Albert L.   1999.  Intimate Frontiers:  Sex, Gender and Culture in Old California.  University of New Mexico Press.

Saldańa-Portillo, María Josefina.  2016.  Indian Given:  Racial Geographies Across Mexico and the United States.  Duke University Press.
Additional Required Readings are on Blackboard Site (see Bibliography at end of syllabus)

Course Requirements:
Participation (25%):  Your participation grade is designed to encourage your attendance and to facilitate your constructive participation in class discussions.  All students are expected to come to class with something to say about the reading such as a question, a passage you would like to talk about more fully, a connection you see between one reading and another, etc.  Students who miss 3 or more days of class do not typically do well on essay exams, and should expect their participation grade to be lowered significantly with each additional absence.  With notes from the Dean’s office related to serious troubles preventing attendance, this policy will be modified.
Essay Exams (75%).  Three essays (5 pages each) due over the course of the semester.  Each answering a prompt asking for a synthesis of readings and lectures so far.  Each worth 25% of the course grade.
Please follow the Honor Code and pledge your work for my class.

Course Schedule
W - Jan 17
Introduction to the Course

F - Jan 19
Reading: Saldańa-Portillo, Indian Given, Introduction
M - Jan 22
Reading: Saldańa-Portillo, Indian Given, Chapter 1
W - Jan 24
Reading: Saldańa-Portillo, Indian Given, Chapter 3
F - Jan 26 
FILM:  Academic Video Online “Foreigners in their Own Land”
M - Jan 29 
Reading: Blackhawk, Violence Over the Land, Introduction and

 Chapter 1
W – Jan 31 
Reading:  Blackhawk, Violence Over the Land, Chapter 1 and 2
F – Feb 2 
Reading:  Blackhawk, Violence Over the Land, Chapter 3
M - Feb 5
Reading: Blackhawk, Violence Over the Land, Chapter 4
W - Feb 7 
Reading: Blackhawk, Violence Over the Land, Chapter 6
F - Feb 9
Reading: Blackhawk, Violence Over the Land, Epilogue
M - Feb 12 
IN CLASS REVIEW SESSION

 
FIRST EXAM ESSAY DUE TONIGHT AT 10PM
W - Feb 14 
Reading:  Caughfield, Chapters 1 and 2
F - Feb 16 
Reading: Caughfield, Chapters 3 and 4
Course Schedule, Cont'd
M - Feb 19
Reading: Caughfield, Chapters 5 and 6

W - Feb 21
Reading: Caughfield, Chapters 7 and 8
F – Feb 23 
FILM:  Kanopy Streaming Video “Reel Injun”
M – Feb 26
Reading:  Hurtado, Introduction and Chapter 1
W – Feb 28 
Reading:  Hurtado, Chapter 2
F – Mar 2 
Reading: Hurtado, Chapter 3
M – Mar 5
Reading: Hurtado, Chapter 4
W - Mar 7 
Reading: Hurtado, Chapters 5 and 6
F- Mar 9
NO CLASS – PROFESSOR AT CONFERENCE
M-Mar 12 
Reading: Adams and DeLuzio, Introduction
W-Mar 14 – 
IN CLASS REVIEW SESSION
 
SECOND EXAM ESSAY DUE TONIGHT AT 10PM
SPRING BREAK

M - Mar 26 
Reading: Adams and DeLuzio, Chapter 1 (Jacobs)
W - Mar 28 
Reading: Adams and DeLuzio, Chapter 7 (Perales)
F - Mar 30 
Reading: Adams and DeLuzio, Chapter 9 (Brown)
M – Apr 2 
Reading: Adams and DeLuzio, Chapter 12 (Johnson)
W – Apr 4
Reading: Levario, “Agents Under Fire”
F –Apr 6
Reading: McMahon, “Introduction”
M - Apr 9 
Reading: McMahon, “The Chili Queens of San Antonio”

W - Apr 11 
FILM:  No Más Bebes

Course Schedule, Cont'd
F - Apr 13 
Reading: Anzaldúa, “The Homeland, Aztlán”

M - Apr 16
Reading: Anzaldúa, “La Conciencia de la Mestiza”

W - Apr 18 
Reading:    Limón, “Tex-Sex-Mex:  Dirty Mexican Men, Aztec Gods,

Good Ole Boys and New Texas Women”
F - Apr 20
FILM Clips: “Lone Star” and “How to Be a Latin Lover”

M-Apr 23
Reading:   Moraga, “La Güera”
W-Apr 25 
Reading: Cameron, “Gee, You Don’t Seem Like An Indian from the

Reservation”
F-Apr 27
NO CLASS – SCHOLARSHIP SEWANEE
M – Apr 30 
IN CLASS REVIEW
W--May 2
NO CLASS – LAST ESSAY DUE 5pm TODAY
HAPPY SUMMER!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Blackboard Readings List:

Anzaldúa, Gloria.  1987.  “The Homeland, Aztlán,” in Borderlands/La Frontera:  The New Mestiza.  Aunt Lute Books.  Pp. 1-13.
_____________.  1987.  “La Conciencia de la Mestiza,” in Borderlands/La Frontera:  The New Mestiza.  Aunt Lute Books.  Pp. 77-98.
Cameron, Barbara.  1981.  “Gee, You Don’t Seem Like an Indian from the Reservation,” in This Bridge Called My Back:  Writings By Radical Women of Color.  Eds. Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa.  Kitchen Table Press.  Pp. 46-52

Levario, Miguel Antonio.  2012.  “’Agents Under Fire’:  Prohibition, Immigration, and Border Law Enforcement,” in Militarizing the Border:  When Mexicans Became the Enemy.  Texas A&M University Press.  Pp 88-109.

Limón, José E.  1998.  “Tex-Sex-Mex:  Dirty Mexican Men, Aztec Gods, Good Ole Boys and New Texas Women,” in American Encounters:  Greater Mexico, The United States, and the Erotics of Culture.  Beacon Press.  Pp. 135-167
McMahon, Marci R.  2013. “Introduction,” in Domestic Negotiations:  Gender, Nation and Self-Fashioning in US Mexicana and Chicana Literature and Art.  Rutgers University Press.  Pp. 1-24
​​​​​​​​​​​________________.  2013. “The Chili Queens of San Antonio,” in Domestic Negotiations:  Gender, Nation and Self-Fashioning in US Mexicana and Chicana Literature and Art.  Rutgers University Press.  Pp. 27-48.
Moraga, Cherríe.  1981.  “La Güera,” in This Bridge Called My Back:  Writings By Radical Women of Color.  Eds. Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa.  Kitchen Table Press.  Pp. 27-34.

